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Boyd County Board of Education Special Board Meeting

September 29, 2020 6:00 PM

14375 Lions Lane 

Ashland, KY  41102

Attendance Taken at 5:55 PM: 

Present Board Members:   

Ms. Linda Day 

Ms. Tammy Pruitt 

Mrs. Mindy Stanley 

Mr. Randall Stapleton, Jr  

Vacancy – Dr. Judy Nichols (Deceased - September 23 2020)
1. The Boyd County Board of Education met in special session Tuesday, September 29, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and finalize the re-opening of the schools with a tentative date of October 12, 2020 following the Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic protocol of the health department. This meeting was in-person at Boyd County High School Alumni Auditorium.  

2. Called Meeting to Order at 6:02 PM  

3. Pledge to the United States Flag  

4. Reading of the Board Goals  

"All students will be active self-motivated life-long learners."

"All students will graduate and demonstrate the skills and the knowledge to support productive citizenship." 

5. Adoption of the Agenda  

Order #0066 - Motion Passed:  Adoption of the Agenda passed with a motion by Ms. Tammy Pruitt and a second by Mrs. Mindy Stanley.  

Ms. Linda Day             Yes

Ms. Tammy Pruitt          Yes

Mrs. Mindy Stanley        Yes

Mr. Randall Stapleton, Jr Yes

6. Request to Address Board Chair  

   6.1. 
   1. Carly Baldwin, BCHS Teacher,

1. Amanda Hamilton, BCHS Teacher,

2. Ashley Dearfield, Summit Elementary Teacher,

3. Missy Conley-Salyers, Gifted/Talented/BEA President  

Carly Baldwin stated she appreciated the shout out to teachers who have gone above and beyond during this time.  She stated that the teachers were happy with the Board initially setting the back-to-school date as November 5th and it was done for consistency.  She stated that with the possibility to return October 12th weakens the ability for teachers to prepare.  She spoke of the students switching from virtual to traditional platforms and then switching back to virtual is hard.  She said socialization is important but returning will not be as what students are used to.  She stated her concern about the health of students, their families, faculty and staff.
Amanda Hamilton expressed her concern of returning too early and concerned with the health of students, faculty, staff and families.  She asked, is there a plan in place for those with complications and do not survive COVID?  What about students living with grandparents and carrying COVID home?  She stated she can plan for various things in her classroom but she cannot plan for this.  She stated going back too early makes us irresponsible.  Virtual is safe.  She ended with this question, Is losing one life worth returning too early?

Ashley Dearfield stated she was an advocate for the elementary teachers.  With the current model, they report early to classrooms.  She advised class begins at 7:45 until lunch at 12:55, and all twenty-one (21) students will be in the classroom for six (6) hours and cannot change classes.  She asked "How do we ask our small children with masks to stay in the same room all day?  She also advised there would be no planning time for teachers in other elementary schools.  She stated she envied the high school getting Wednesday recoup time.  She requested the elementary schools go with a Monday/Tuesday, Wednesday NTI, and Thursday/Friday.  She asked the Board to consider this option for elementary.

Missy Salyers complimented the Board and Mr. Boblett for continuing to listen to the teachers.  She stated the communication is much appreciated.  She advised the Board the BEA understands the going back to in-person decision and supports it.  She stated the elementary teachers are begging to have Wednesday as NTI.  She advised this would help teachers to prepare and plan.  She also suggested this would allow to send breakfast and lunch home with the students on Tuesday for Wednesday meals.

She advised the Board, with their permission, BEA would like to do something to honor Dr. Judy Nichols.  They would like to purchase a bench with a plaque naming Dr. Nichols as honorary Assistant Superintendent.  Stating that Dr. Nichols had stated to her that was one thing in her educational career she did not achieve. 

7. Dialogue   

Superintendent Boblett advised he met with the Principals and Central Office Administrators earlier today and discussed the options of returning to school.

He stated the high school and middle school will be a hybrid format with Monday/Tuesday, one group of students attending in person and Thursday/Friday, another group attending in person.  Jana Osborne of the middle school advised their schedule would be A-J and K-Z student last names.  Tom Holbrook, Principal at the high school stated the high school schedule would be A-L and M-Z student last names.

Mr. Boblett advised there will have to be some adjustments with course offerings.  He also stated there would be adjustments for families with students with different last names living in the same household.
He advised he would like to continue with the high school and middle school continue with this plan and allow the elementary students to attend Monday/Tuesday, Wednesday, NTI, and attend Thursday/Friday.  October 12th will remain the start date.

He advised in the Superintendents' meeting with the Commissioner today, the ruling changed with the color-coded map with the "orange" range allowing for student instruction and activities.
He stated his recommendation is reopening school October 12th, implement hybrid schedule with A/B format Monday/Tuesday, Wednesday NTI, and Thursday/Friday for the high school and middle school.  Students will be grouped according to last names.  Implement Monday/Tuesday and Thursday/Friday schedule for all elementary students with Wednesday as NTI.  And implement Monday-Friday schedule for the Preschool for all students.

He stated he spoke with Carla Malone who in turn spoke with her teachers and they recommended going in person Monday through Friday. 

8. Action Items  

8.1. Approve Superintendent's recommendation to approve the re-opening of the schools as follows. Implementing a hybrid schedule (Monday/Tuesday, Wednesday NTI, Thursday/Friday) for the high school and middle school, elementary schools attending Monday through Friday and Head Start/Preschool on a shortened schedule (9:15-1:50 p.m.) Monday through Friday; all schools beginning October 12, 2020.  

Order #0067 - Motion to Amend Passed:  To amend the motion from: "Consider Superintendent's recommendation to approve the re-opening of the schools as follows. Implementing a hybrid schedule (Monday/Tuesday, Wednesday NTI, Thursday/Friday) for the high school and middle school, elementary schools attending Monday through Friday and Head Start/Preschool on a shortened schedule (9:15-1:50 p.m.) Monday through Friday; all schools beginning October 12, 2020" to: "Consider Superintendent's recommendation to approve the re-opening of the schools Monday, October 12 as follows. Implementing a hybrid schedule (A/B format) Monday/Tuesday, Wednesday NTI, Thursday/Friday for Boyd County High School and Boyd County Middle School. Students will be grouped according to last names and possibly course offerings.  These groups will be determined by BCHS and BCMS administration.  Same households with different last names will be adjusted according to school administration.  Implement a Monday/Tuesday, Thursday/Friday schedule for all elementary students.  All elementary students will participate in NTI instruction on Wednesdays.  Implement a Monday-Friday schedule for the Boyd County Learning Academy for all students on a shortened schedule from 9:15 a.m. to 1:50 p.m. passed with a motion by Ms. Tammy Pruitt and a second by Mrs. Mindy Stanley.  

Ms. Linda Day             Yes

Ms. Tammy Pruitt          Yes

Mrs. Mindy Stanley        Yes

Mr. Randall Stapleton, Jr Yes

9. Focus of Business/Topics for Next Meeting  

· Next Regular Board Meeting is Tuesday, October 27, 2020

10. Adjourned at 6:34 PM  

Order #0068 - Motion Passed:   passed with a motion by Ms. Tammy Pruitt and a second by Mrs. Mindy Stanley.  

Ms. Linda Day             Yes

Ms. Tammy Pruitt          Yes

Mrs. Mindy Stanley        Yes

Mr. Randall Stapleton, Jr Yes

_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Linda Day, Chairperson



William L. Boblett, Jr.,Superintendent

