
English/Language Arts 
Grade 9-10 

 

Preparation of Kentucky’s students for the demands of the 21st Century requires districts and schools to prepare every student for successful 
transition to post-secondary education, work and the community. The Kentucky Academic Standards help ensure that all students throughout 
Kentucky are provided with common content and have opportunities to learn at high levels. This document provides administrators, teachers, 
parents and other stakeholders with access to the standards, the progression of skills taught, and supporting information. These learning 
goals outline what a student should know and be able to do at the end of the current grade. 
 
This document is best used in conjunction with the Boyd County Public School District’s Writing Plan. 
 

Curriculum Framework Key: English/Language Arts 
 
 

 
I=New Standard Introduced 

O= Ongoing  
M=Mastery 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
 

The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the 
former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity. 

Literacy Design Collaborative Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 
TO BE OR NOT TO BE: The Evolution of Hamlet’s Personality 

American Dream: Reality, Promise or Illusion? (The Great Gatsby) 
Close Reading - First Read (Narrative Text) 

Close Reading- Second Read (Asking Questions) 
Close Reading - Third Read (Summarizing Narrative Text) 

Hubris or a Search for Happiness: Comparing the portrayal of character 
in book and film versions of Into the Wild 

Final Word Protocol Note-Taking Sheets 
Adversity Unit w/ Caged Bird 

Cultural Conflict: Exploring Theme in Amy Tan's The Joy Luck Club  
Whole Group Text Talk: Informational Texts 

Deconstructed Teaching Task with "I Will ... " statements 
Nazi Propaganda Techniques  

Achieve the Core Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 
“The Gettysburg Address” by Abraham Lincoln 

 
“Keep Memory Alive” – Elie Wiesel 

Speaking and Listening Standards 1st 9 
weeks 

2nd 9 
weeks 

3rd 9 
weeks 

4th 9 
weeks 

Resources 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively 

in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grades 9-10 
topics, texts, and issues, building 
on others' ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and 
persuasively. 

I O O M  

SL.9-10.1.A Come to discussions prepared, 
having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic 

I O O M  

https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/c286a814-0589-4d93-8d4f-af7e8b581cd2
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/86ebf593-c88a-4fd1-ad08-6c3c9275f4c8
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/d749058f-bd5f-4cc5-a8cc-bc2b258d3cd8
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/72b54f0a-e786-4316-94a1-9691b0449335
http://achievethecore.org/page/1779/keep-memory-alive
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/4fb6889a-7c09-4f90-81e0-43d1a0517d3a
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/86ebf593-c88a-4fd1-ad08-6c3c9275f4c8
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/1fce2949-b220-4120-9cba-84b776100227
http://achievethecore.org/page/35/the-gettysburg-address-by-abraham-lincoln
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/dda0eab1-0d24-49de-ad41-255c88276e75
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/7c43395a-9b54-4cdf-a29d-a017ec59b9fe
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/71eb3ba7-b1c2-4fbd-bf24-7c20ece4ef34
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/db20b6cd-01f2-371a-c6e5-9820b424c345
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/b10a3d4b-1397-46f9-a78b-5194d7a87ed1
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/a7acbaf7-08bc-4643-997c-de9e525559ce


or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, 
well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

SL.9-10.1.B Work with peers to set rules for 
collegial discussions and 
decision-making (e.g., informal 
consensus, taking votes on key 
issues, presentation of alternate 
views), clear goals and deadlines, 
and individual roles as needed. 

I O O M  

SL.9-10.1.C Propel conversations by posing 
and responding to questions that 
relate the current discussion to 
broader themes or larger ideas; 
actively incorporate others into 
the discussion; and clarify, verify, 
or challenge ideas and 
conclusions. 

I O O M  

SL.9-10.1.D Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives, summarize points of 
agreement and disagreement, 
and, when warranted, qualify or 
justify their own views and 
understanding and make new 
connections in light of the 
evidence and reasoning 
presented. 

I O O M  

SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of 
information presented in diverse 
media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) evaluating 
the credibility and accuracy of 
each source. 

I O O M  

SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker's point of 
view, reasoning, and use of 

I O O M 
The Art of Persuasion: How Rhetorical Devices 

https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/37dd3128-689b-485a-aba8-14ced167867c


evidence and rhetoric, identifying 
any fallacious reasoning or 
exaggerated or distorted 
evidence. 

Influence Audiences 

 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and 

supporting evidence clearly, 
concisely, and logically such that 
listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, 
development, substance, and 
style are appropriate to purpose, 
audience, and task. 

I O O M Index Card Shakespeare Graphics and Captions 

SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital 
media (e.g., textual, graphical, 
audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to 
enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and evidence 
and to add interest. 

I O O M  

SL.9-10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of 
contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. (See grades 9-10 
Language standards 1 and 
3 here for specific expectations.) 

I O O M  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/37dd3128-689b-485a-aba8-14ced167867c
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/40fce27e-be60-4ba1-9836-06612baed383


READING – INFORMATIONAL 
 

The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the 
former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity. 
 

Literacy Design Collaborative Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 
Citing Evidence for Claims 

Predicting Social Behaviors of the Future (based on Fahrenheit 451) 
Adversity Unit w/ Caged Bird 

Rhetorical Analysis for Pre-AP English 
Note-taking 

Humor: How Does It Work? 
Predicting Social Behaviors of the Future 

You Can Run but You Can’t Hide… 
 

Cultural Conflict: Exploring Theme in Amy Tan's The Joy Luck Club  
The Odyssey: Which is more Important: the Journey or the Goal  

Hero's Journey: Homer's Odyssey and Joseph Campbell 
Timeline Notes 

Using Textual Evidence to Analyze Literary Responses to Historical 

Events 

Resilience in "The Children of Willesden Lane" 

Achieve the Core Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 
“The Gettysburg Address” by Abraham Lincoln 

 
“Keep Memory Alive” – Elie Wiesel 

 

Reading Standards for Informational Text 1st 9 
weeks 

2nd 9 
weeks 

3rd 9 
weeks 

4th 9 
weeks 

Resources 

Key Ideas and Details 
R.I.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual 

evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

I O O M Character Study Organizer  
Final Word Protocol Note-Taking Sheets 

What's in a Name?  
Cornell Notes 

Analyzing Writer's Craft: Text Features 
Citing Evidence for Claims 

List, Group, & Label: Genre Study 
Whole Group Text Talk: Informational Texts 
Deconstructed Teaching Task with "I Will ... " 

statements 
R.I.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text 

and analyze its development over the 
I O O M Active Reading Bookmark 

Cornell Notes 

https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/69669c6b-af54-44eb-ac63-e44917bdcf18
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/b1d093c5-e7a0-4bd5-b438-f0799402c67a
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/db20b6cd-01f2-371a-c6e5-9820b424c345
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/04d0a3b0-29c7-4681-ae3e-35c3a1ee034c
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/20356f81-ce7f-41aa-a5e0-cf942402d71e
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/94e3de9b-7eee-49a5-8317-e804df64744c
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/4adb86a8-1c7f-19d9-e09a-8e7ee6574dd5
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/35fb790d-9137-4807-a3e2-e362def9b4e0
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/1fce2949-b220-4120-9cba-84b776100227
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/eacc217a-a1ac-4558-a561-f92d976146a0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EBtckjCcNCSfctWA6zSPGWZmKUYfk1dotiOseCYXx-I/edit
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/ba03a362-27c9-477a-a82c-320425ee5286
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/4adb86a8-1c7f-19d9-e09a-8e7ee6574dd5
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/7c43395a-9b54-4cdf-a29d-a017ec59b9fe
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/ba03a362-27c9-477a-a82c-320425ee5286
http://achievethecore.org/page/35/the-gettysburg-address-by-abraham-lincoln
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/67105fe8-37f5-4c8d-98bb-0607b5d4fd6d
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/4739b2b0-1936-4be6-8721-f5daa81cc1e7
http://achievethecore.org/page/1779/keep-memory-alive
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/f092a64e-f128-4e8f-89fb-7fbdb093f9bb
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/b10a3d4b-1397-46f9-a78b-5194d7a87ed1
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/7c43395a-9b54-4cdf-a29d-a017ec59b9fe
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/d749058f-bd5f-4cc5-a8cc-bc2b258d3cd8
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/69669c6b-af54-44eb-ac63-e44917bdcf18
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/bfc5cbc1-9f5a-43a4-a23d-692e739464e8
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/796677d4-c05c-4e9e-b11d-5d87788605bf
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/01f2fd1e-88dc-4ce5-8a12-7668992e03ea
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/0d957e17-1461-4ad4-918c-850cdecc8dc4
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/2dfaf8ba-8747-4aa9-b2ff-4bafe17dd6e2


course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined 
by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

"The Gettysburg Address" Close Reading 
Module 

R.I.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an 
analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the 
points are made, how they are 
introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between 
them. 

I O O M Character Study Organizer  
TO BE OR NOT TO BE: The Evolution of 

Hamlet’s Personality 
SOAR Note-Taking & Annotations 

Into the Wild! 
 

Craft and Structure 
RI.9-10.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., 
how the language of a court opinion 
differs from that of a newspaper). 

I O O M Possible Sentences 
Nazi Propaganda Techniques  

Elie Wiesel's Acceptance Speech Analysis 
To read Shakespeare or not to read 
Shakespeare? That is the question 

RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author's 
ideas or claims are developed and 
refined by particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions of a 
text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

I O O M Cause and Effect Analysis 
Analyzing Writer's Craft: Text Features 

Into the Wild! 

RI.9-10.6 Determine an author's point of view 
or purpose in a text and analyze how 
an author uses rhetoric to advance 
that point of view or purpose. 

I O O M Letter to the Editor: Key Elements 
What's in a Name? 

Cause and Effect Analysis 
Word Choice: Connotation and Denotation  

Real-World Writing Purposes 
"The Gettysburg Address" Close Reading 

Module 
Elie Wiesel's Acceptance Speech Analysis  

 

https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/35fb790d-9137-4807-a3e2-e362def9b4e0
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/c69e1d45-2894-498b-8216-7dc5732a40f5
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7ec53305-f62c-4023-9156-d5a4306d9547
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7de0ac35-663e-40b4-bb6f-d27e6d3c738b
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/ef6ddaf5-c9e5-778c-5d63-7d6216a3eadf
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/210e1a1d-46a2-492a-80b6-155241645611
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/d71fc5c3-e577-4d98-9ed8-0ef4b6583082
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/71eb3ba7-b1c2-4fbd-bf24-7c20ece4ef34
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7de0ac35-663e-40b4-bb6f-d27e6d3c738b
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/245680af-a0de-4de8-8eb6-d358e3075c64
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7ec53305-f62c-4023-9156-d5a4306d9547
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7de0ac35-663e-40b4-bb6f-d27e6d3c738b
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/245680af-a0de-4de8-8eb6-d358e3075c64
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/4fb6889a-7c09-4f90-81e0-43d1a0517d3a
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/33ef4d8c-5e90-4e54-b6e8-a6a9e6f9d90d
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7de0ac35-663e-40b4-bb6f-d27e6d3c738b
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/4fb6889a-7c09-4f90-81e0-43d1a0517d3a
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/1780d721-40bc-4831-ae00-cc4752078938
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/20356f81-ce7f-41aa-a5e0-cf942402d71e
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/33ef4d8c-5e90-4e54-b6e8-a6a9e6f9d90d
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/d71fc5c3-e577-4d98-9ed8-0ef4b6583082
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/2dfaf8ba-8747-4aa9-b2ff-4bafe17dd6e2
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/140bd206-adc8-4de9-bf36-58a7bdd1739b
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/245680af-a0de-4de8-8eb6-d358e3075c64


Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI.9-10.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject 

told in different mediums (e.g., a 
person's life story in both print and 
multimedia), determining which 
details are emphasized in each 
account. 

I O O M  

RI.9-10.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is 
valid and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious reasoning. 

I O O M Text Selection Routine 
The Art of Persuasion: How Rhetorical Devices 

Influence Audiences 
SOAR Note-Taking & Annotations 

Citing Evidence for Claims 
Text Selection Routine 

Nazi Propaganda Techniques 
 To read Shakespeare or not to read 
Shakespeare? That is the question 

 
RI.9-10.9 Analyze seminal U.S. documents of 

historical and literary significance 
(e.g., Washington's Farewell Address, 
the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt's 
Four Freedoms speech, King's "Letter 
from Birmingham Jail"), including 
how they address related themes 
and concepts. 

I O O M  

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
RI.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and 

comprehend literary nonfiction in 
the grades 9-10 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. 
By the end of grade 10, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction at 

I O O M Text Selection Routine 
Active Reading Bookmark 

List, Group, & Label: Genre Study 
Essential Vocabulary Worksheets 

Text Selection Routine 

https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7ec53305-f62c-4023-9156-d5a4306d9547
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/71eb3ba7-b1c2-4fbd-bf24-7c20ece4ef34
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7ec53305-f62c-4023-9156-d5a4306d9547
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/ef6ddaf5-c9e5-778c-5d63-7d6216a3eadf
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/71eb3ba7-b1c2-4fbd-bf24-7c20ece4ef34
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/7e3f808f-78ee-46d0-b999-14b0d251941d
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/37dd3128-689b-485a-aba8-14ced167867c
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/67105fe8-37f5-4c8d-98bb-0607b5d4fd6d
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/37dd3128-689b-485a-aba8-14ced167867c
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/04d0a3b0-29c7-4681-ae3e-35c3a1ee034c
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/7e3f808f-78ee-46d0-b999-14b0d251941d
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/7e3f808f-78ee-46d0-b999-14b0d251941d
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/69669c6b-af54-44eb-ac63-e44917bdcf18
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/7e3f808f-78ee-46d0-b999-14b0d251941d
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/bced84e3-d924-b6c8-7f0d-b6ff2e246579


the high end of the grades 9-10 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

 
READING:  LITERATURE 

The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the 
former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity. 

Literacy Design Collaborative Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 
Existentialism and Kafka 

American Dream: Reality, Promise or Illusion? (The Great Gatsby) 
Close Reading - First Read (Narrative Text) 

Close Reading- Second Read (Asking Questions) 
Close Reading - Third Read (Summarizing Narrative Text) 

Initial Annotations for Poetry 
Note-taking 

TPCASTT for Poetry Analysis 
Hubris or a Search for Happiness: Comparing the portrayal of character 

in book and film versions of Into the Wild 

Words Matter: Diction and Orwell's "Shooting an Elephant" 
Descriptive Language Analysis: The Odyssey 

Examining "Coming of Age" Aspects through Bildungsroman 
Literature 

Adversity Unit w/ Caged Bird 
Beautiful Words and Powerful Meaning 

Deconstructed Teaching Task with "I Will ... " statements 
To Be Equal, or Not To Be Equal  

 

Achieve the Core Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 
  

Reading Literature Standards 1st 9 
weeks 

2nd 9 
weeks 

3rd 9 
weeks 

4th 9 
weeks 

Resources 

Key Ideas and Details 
RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual 

evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

 I O M Character Casting 
Evidence Analysis of Character Perspectives 

(Chart) 
Small Group Rhetorical Analysis Work 

Close Reading Notes for "On Turning Ten"   
Selecting Evidence in Fiction to Answer Higher 

Order Questions 
Quotation Selection 

Analyzing Writer's Craft: Text Features 
Citing Evidence for Claims 

https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/735a4d61-5d2f-46c8-b170-5fd23ce150c3
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/9a2c398c-00df-4326-9042-d4d20b123c1c
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/dda0eab1-0d24-49de-ad41-255c88276e75
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/904e2781-a8b0-467e-8d51-9679b50c4835
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/d0a15989-cc82-4988-b7a5-0ea360474e49
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/eb0bb584-2382-41f3-a5d7-441fc2ee7f39
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/d0a15989-cc82-4988-b7a5-0ea360474e49
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/e5b9a87c-faa2-e4a9-b692-b9d718c7f9be
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/7c43395a-9b54-4cdf-a29d-a017ec59b9fe
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/5da25eca-b193-ff13-b375-02b4304cd165
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/8ee4f41a-470b-4c4f-a3f8-a4f87e5e0f9a
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/a7acbaf7-08bc-4643-997c-de9e525559ce
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/86ebf593-c88a-4fd1-ad08-6c3c9275f4c8
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/a7dff089-b8b7-40d6-855e-a0c8dd9b9442
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/5da25eca-b193-ff13-b375-02b4304cd165
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/69669c6b-af54-44eb-ac63-e44917bdcf18
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/1bdd7a8a-aba6-4147-a2fd-73911630e538
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/d4e65c5d-c999-4e75-b86d-3c2dacae8e20
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/c286a814-0589-4d93-8d4f-af7e8b581cd2
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/8ee4f41a-470b-4c4f-a3f8-a4f87e5e0f9a
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/72b54f0a-e786-4316-94a1-9691b0449335
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/1fce2949-b220-4120-9cba-84b776100227
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/aa331ff8-4294-47cc-bd6b-cc946fa8ff70
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/35fb790d-9137-4807-a3e2-e362def9b4e0
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/0d957e17-1461-4ad4-918c-850cdecc8dc4
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/f3ca3046-98ee-4ede-bc78-a6d58432183c
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/2ef38670-174f-40fb-ad86-04b48735073b
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/86ebf593-c88a-4fd1-ad08-6c3c9275f4c8


List, Group, & Label: Genre Study 
 
 

RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of 
a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the 
text, including how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by specific 
details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

 I O M Close Reading Notes for "On Turning Ten"  
Active Reading Bookmark 

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters 
(e.g., those with multiple or 
conflicting motivations) develop over 
the course of a text, interact with 
other characters, and advance the 
plot or develop the theme. 

 I O M Character Casting 
TO BE OR NOT TO BE: The Evolution of 

Hamlet’s Personality 
Tracking Character Development  
SOAR Note-Taking & Annotations 

Shakespeare's Use of Conflict in Romeo and 
Juliet 

Craft and Structure 
RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g., how the 
language evokes a sense of time and 
place; how it sets a formal or 
informal tone). 

 I O M Small Group Rhetorical Analysis Work 
Using Textual Evidence to Analyze Literary 

Responses to Historical Events 

The Impact of Word Choice 

How Word Choice and Tone Contribute to 

Meaning in Poetry 

RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author's choices 
concerning how to structure a text, 
order events within it (e.g., parallel 
plots), and manipulate time (e.g., 
pacing, flashbacks) create such 
effects as mystery, tension, or 
surprise. 

 I O M Active Reading: Creating Suspense 
Cause and Effect Analysis  

Analyzing Writer's Craft: Text Features 
 
 

https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/c103b2a2-d9ff-4802-a993-c0720bb533f4
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/22e54035-a928-4c37-a394-d1142976c154
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/04d0a3b0-29c7-4681-ae3e-35c3a1ee034c
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/4fb6889a-7c09-4f90-81e0-43d1a0517d3a
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/ae53b1a0-c6bc-4a4e-95d6-14bf6ec971bb
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7138154a-fd51-4129-8774-4605b9f03be3
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/4fb6889a-7c09-4f90-81e0-43d1a0517d3a
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/840cfa41-1185-4d0e-8189-a9d539b318ae
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/67105fe8-37f5-4c8d-98bb-0607b5d4fd6d
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/22e54035-a928-4c37-a394-d1142976c154
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/ef6ddaf5-c9e5-778c-5d63-7d6216a3eadf
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/245680af-a0de-4de8-8eb6-d358e3075c64
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/904e2781-a8b0-467e-8d51-9679b50c4835
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7138154a-fd51-4129-8774-4605b9f03be3
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/aa331ff8-4294-47cc-bd6b-cc946fa8ff70
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/ba03a362-27c9-477a-a82c-320425ee5286
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/e5b9a87c-faa2-e4a9-b692-b9d718c7f9be
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/35fb790d-9137-4807-a3e2-e362def9b4e0
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/ba03a362-27c9-477a-a82c-320425ee5286


.RL.9-10.6 Analyze a particular point of view or 
cultural experience reflected in a 
work of literature from outside the 
United States, drawing on a wide 
reading of world literature. 

 I O M Cause and Effect Analysis  
What's in a Name? 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RL.9-10.7 Analyze the representation of a 

subject or a key scene in two 
different artistic mediums, including 
what is emphasized or absent in each 
treatment (e.g., Auden's "Musée des 
Beaux Arts" and Breughel's 
Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). 

 I O M Prepositions and New Vocabulary Through 
Observing and Discussing Art (for English 

Language Learners) 

RL.9-10.8 (RL.9-10.8 not applicable to 
literature) 

 I O M  

RL.9-10.9 Analyze how an author draws on and 
transforms source material in a 
specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare 
treats a theme or topic from Ovid or 
the Bible or how a later author draws 
on a play by Shakespeare). 

 I O M Selecting Evidence in Fiction to Answer Higher 
Order Questions 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
RL.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and 

comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 9-10 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. 

By the end of grade 10, read and 
comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, at the 
high end of the grades 9-10 text 
complexity band independently and 

 I O M Previewing Historical Fiction 
Active Reading Bookmark 

Index Card Shakespeare Graphics and Captions 
List, Group, & Label: Genre Study 
Essential Vocabulary Worksheets 

Text Selection Routine 
The Impact of Word Choice 

 

https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/840cfa41-1185-4d0e-8189-a9d539b318ae
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/bced84e3-d924-b6c8-7f0d-b6ff2e246579
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/67105fe8-37f5-4c8d-98bb-0607b5d4fd6d
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/b425ca61-172a-49ac-8f77-d879f6b76780
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/245680af-a0de-4de8-8eb6-d358e3075c64
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/90c9ee88-c41c-4913-932e-248eb2b5a23b
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/8ee4f41a-470b-4c4f-a3f8-a4f87e5e0f9a
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/04d0a3b0-29c7-4681-ae3e-35c3a1ee034c
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/7e3f808f-78ee-46d0-b999-14b0d251941d
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/90c9ee88-c41c-4913-932e-248eb2b5a23b
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/40fce27e-be60-4ba1-9836-06612baed383
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/20356f81-ce7f-41aa-a5e0-cf942402d71e
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/8ee4f41a-470b-4c4f-a3f8-a4f87e5e0f9a
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/90c9ee88-c41c-4913-932e-248eb2b5a23b


proficiently. 

 
WRITING 

The CCR anchor standards and high school grade-specific standards work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the 
former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity. 

 

Literacy Design Collaborative Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 
LDC Student Work Rubrics  
Existentialism and Kafka 

American Dream: Reality, Promise or Illusion? (The Great Gatsby) 
Words Matter: Diction and Orwell's "Shooting an Elephant" 

Examining "Coming of Age" Aspects through Bildungsroman Literature 
Predicting Social Behaviors of the Future (based on Fahrenheit 451) 

Humor: How Does It Work? 
To Be Equal, or Not To Be Equal  

Resilience in "The Children of Willesden Lane" 

Adversity Unit w/ Caged Bird 
Beautiful Words and Powerful Meaning 

Cultural Conflict: Exploring Theme in Amy Tan's The Joy Luck Club  
The Odyssey: Which is more Important: the Journey or the Goal  

Hero's Journey: Homer's Odyssey and Joseph Campbell 
Using Textual Evidence to Analyze Literary Responses to Historical 

Events 

Predicting Social Behaviors of the Future 
You Can Run but You Can’t Hide… 

 
Achieve the Core Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 

“The Gettysburg Address” by Abraham Lincoln  

Writing Standards 1st 9 
weeks 

2nd 9 
weeks 

3rd 9 
weeks 

4th 9 
weeks 

Resources 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing 

in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

I O O M “Keep Memory Alive” – Elie Wiesel 
Hubris or a Search for Happiness: Comparing 

the portrayal of character in book and film 
versions of Into the Wild 

W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

I O O M Descriptive Language: Revision 
Descriptive Writing Activity Using Sensory 

Details 

https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/d4e65c5d-c999-4e75-b86d-3c2dacae8e20
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/b1d093c5-e7a0-4bd5-b438-f0799402c67a
https://coretools.ldc.org/resources?expanded=c0f0c397-6c84-4b44-8027-a99bab742745
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/d0a15989-cc82-4988-b7a5-0ea360474e49
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/eacc217a-a1ac-4558-a561-f92d976146a0
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/86ebf593-c88a-4fd1-ad08-6c3c9275f4c8
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/b10a3d4b-1397-46f9-a78b-5194d7a87ed1
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/86ebf593-c88a-4fd1-ad08-6c3c9275f4c8
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/796677d4-c05c-4e9e-b11d-5d87788605bf
http://achievethecore.org/page/1779/keep-memory-alive
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/94e3de9b-7eee-49a5-8317-e804df64744c
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/ba03a362-27c9-477a-a82c-320425ee5286
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/bfc5cbc1-9f5a-43a4-a23d-692e739464e8
http://achievethecore.org/page/35/the-gettysburg-address-by-abraham-lincoln
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/2ef38670-174f-40fb-ad86-04b48735073b
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/eb0bb584-2382-41f3-a5d7-441fc2ee7f39
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/86ebf593-c88a-4fd1-ad08-6c3c9275f4c8
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/77c81883-a6b5-4e79-a5d4-beba7e1b539f
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/eacc217a-a1ac-4558-a561-f92d976146a0
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/2c05879f-8988-4948-b959-fc461c634743
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/ba03a362-27c9-477a-a82c-320425ee5286
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/c286a814-0589-4d93-8d4f-af7e8b581cd2
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/4739b2b0-1936-4be6-8721-f5daa81cc1e7
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/77c81883-a6b5-4e79-a5d4-beba7e1b539f
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/1fce2949-b220-4120-9cba-84b776100227
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/f3ca3046-98ee-4ede-bc78-a6d58432183c


approach, focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate 
command of Language standards 1-3 
up to and including grades 
9-10 here.) 

Small Group Rhetorical Analysis Work 
Cornell Notes 

Varied Sentence Beginnings - Verb Phrase 
(Revision Skills for Young Writers) 

The Impact of Word Choice 

 

W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce, publish, and 
update individual or shared writing 
products, taking advantage of 
technology's capacity to link to other 
information and to display 
information flexibly and 
dynamically. 

I O O M  

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more 

sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a 
self-generated question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under 
investigation. 

I O O M  

W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from 
multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each source in 
answering the research question; 
integrate information into the text 
selectively to maintain the flow of 

I O O M How to Cite Anything in MLA 

https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/4adb86a8-1c7f-19d9-e09a-8e7ee6574dd5
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/d3e4936f-25a3-4158-9788-00e06f2b33a9
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/840cfa41-1185-4d0e-8189-a9d539b318ae
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/e5b9a87c-faa2-e4a9-b692-b9d718c7f9be


ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for 
citation. 

W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

I O O M Citing Evidence for Claims 
Evidence Analysis of Character Perspectives 

(Chart) 
Close Reading Notes for "On Turning Ten"  

Quotation Selection 
Index Card Shakespeare Graphics and 

Captions 
Shakespeare's Use of Conflict in Romeo and 

Juliet 
The Impact of Word Choice 

How Word Choice and Tone Contribute to 

Meaning in Poetry 

W.9-10.9.A Apply grades 9-10 Reading 
standards to literature (e.g., 
"Analyze how an author draws on 
and transforms source material in a 
specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare 
treats a theme or topic from Ovid or 
the Bible or how a later author 
draws on a play by Shakespeare]"). 

I O O M  

W.9-10.9.B Apply grades 9-10 Reading 
standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., 
"Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence 
is relevant and sufficient; identify 
false statements and fallacious 
reasoning"). 

I O O M  

Range of Writing 

https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/904e2781-a8b0-467e-8d51-9679b50c4835
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/5da25eca-b193-ff13-b375-02b4304cd165
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/69669c6b-af54-44eb-ac63-e44917bdcf18
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/22e54035-a928-4c37-a394-d1142976c154
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7138154a-fd51-4129-8774-4605b9f03be3
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/40fce27e-be60-4ba1-9836-06612baed383
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/22e54035-a928-4c37-a394-d1142976c154
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/840cfa41-1185-4d0e-8189-a9d539b318ae
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/5da25eca-b193-ff13-b375-02b4304cd165
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/40fce27e-be60-4ba1-9836-06612baed383
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7138154a-fd51-4129-8774-4605b9f03be3
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/a7dff089-b8b7-40d6-855e-a0c8dd9b9442


W.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of tasks, purposes, 
and audiences. 

I O O M  

 

LANGUAGE 

Literacy Design Collaborative Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 
American Dream: Reality, Promise or Illusion? (The Great Gatsby) 

Close Reading - First Read (Narrative Text) 
Close Reading- Second Read (Asking Questions) 

Close Reading - Third Read (Summarizing Narrative Text) 
Predicting Social Behaviors of the Future 

Predicting Social Behaviors of the Future (based on Fahrenheit 451) 
Adversity Unit w/ Caged Bird 

Cultural Conflict: Exploring Theme in Amy Tan's The Joy Luck Club  
The Odyssey: Which is more Important: the Journey or the Goal  

 
Achieve the Core Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 

“The Gettysburg Address” by Abraham Lincoln 
 

“Keep Memory Alive” – Elie Wiesel 
 

Language Standards 1st 9 
weeks 

2nd 9 
weeks 

3rd 9 
weeks 

4th 9 
weeks 

Resources 

Conventions of Standard English 
L.9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

I O O M  

L.9-10.1.A Use parallel structure.* I O O M  
L.9-10.1.B Use various types of phrases (noun, 

verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 
prepositional, absolute) and clauses 
(independent, dependent; noun, 
relative, adverbial) to convey specific 
meanings and add variety and interest 
to writing or presentations. 

I O O M  

L.9-10.2 Demonstrate command of the I O O M  

https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/a7acbaf7-08bc-4643-997c-de9e525559ce
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/eacc217a-a1ac-4558-a561-f92d976146a0
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/b10a3d4b-1397-46f9-a78b-5194d7a87ed1
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/c286a814-0589-4d93-8d4f-af7e8b581cd2
http://achievethecore.org/page/35/the-gettysburg-address-by-abraham-lincoln
http://achievethecore.org/page/1779/keep-memory-alive
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/dda0eab1-0d24-49de-ad41-255c88276e75
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/94e3de9b-7eee-49a5-8317-e804df64744c
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/1fce2949-b220-4120-9cba-84b776100227
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/eacc217a-a1ac-4558-a561-f92d976146a0
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/72b54f0a-e786-4316-94a1-9691b0449335


conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

L.9-10.2.A Use a semicolon (and perhaps a 
conjunctive adverb) to link two or 
more closely related independent 
clauses. 

I O O M  

L.9-10.2.B Use a colon to introduce a list or 
quotation. 

I O O M  

L.9-10.2.C Spell correctly. I O O M  
Knowledge of Language 
L.9-10.3 Apply knowledge of language to 

understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading 
or listening. 

I O O M Understanding Citation Systems 

L.9-10.3.A Write and edit work so that it conforms 
to the guidelines in a style manual 
(e.g., MLA Handbook, 
Turabian's Manual for Writers) 
appropriate for the discipline and 
writing type. 

I O O M  

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
L.9-10.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grades 9-10 
reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

I O O M  

L.9-10.4.A Use context (e.g., the overall meaning 
of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word's position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 

I O O M  

https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/00337831-e39d-49db-98c9-45739ab5d61a


L.9-10.4.B Identify and correctly use patterns of 
word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech 
(e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; 
advocate, advocacy). 

I O O M  

L.9-10.4.C Consult general and specialized 
reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning, its part of speech, or its 
etymology. 

I O O M  

L.9-10.4.D Verify the preliminary determination of 
the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in 
context or in a dictionary). 

I O O M  

L.9-10.5 Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word relationships, 
and nuances in word meanings. 

I O O M Varied Sentence Beginnings - Verb Phrase 
(Revision Skills for Young Writers) 

The Impact of Word Choice 

L.9-10.5.A Interpret figures of speech (e.g., 
euphemism, oxymoron) in context and 
analyze their role in the text. 

I O O M  

L.9-10.5.B Analyze nuances in the meaning of 
words with similar denotations. 

I O O M  

L.9-10.6 Acquire and use accurately general 
academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases, sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or 
expression. 

I O O M  

https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/840cfa41-1185-4d0e-8189-a9d539b318ae


 
 

WRITING:  INFORMATIVE/EXPLANATORY 

Writing Standard 2:  Informative/Explanatory (W.9-10.2) 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content. 

Literacy Design Collaborative Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 
LDC Student Work Rubric Informational/Explanatory 

Rhetorical Analysis for Pre-AP English 
Existentialism and Kafka 

TO BE OR NOT TO BE: The Evolution of Hamlet’s Personality 
American Dream: Reality, Promise or Illusion? (The Great Gatsby) 

The Art of Persuasion: How Rhetorical Devices Influence Audiences 
Nazi Propaganda Techniques  
Humor: How Does It Work? 

"The Gettysburg Address" Close Reading Module 
Resilience in "The Children of Willesden Lane" 

You Can Run but You Can’t Hide… 
The Impact of Word Choice 

 

Words Matter: Diction and Orwell's "Shooting an Elephant" 
Examining "Coming of Age" Aspects through Bildungsroman 

Literature 
Adversity Unit w/ Caged Bird 

Beautiful Words and Powerful Meaning 
Cultural Conflict: Exploring Theme in Amy Tan's The Joy Luck Club  
Using Textual Evidence to Analyze Literary Responses to Historical 

Events 

Shakespeare's Use of Conflict in Romeo and Juliet 
To Be Equal, or Not To Be Equal  

Hubris or a Search for Happiness: Comparing the portrayal of 
character in book and film versions of Into the Wild 

Elie Wiesel's Acceptance Speech Analysis  
 

Achieve the Core Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 
“The Gettysburg Address” by Abraham Lincoln  

Writing Informative/explanatory Standards 1st 9 
weeks 

2nd 9 
weeks 

3rd 9 
weeks 

4th 9 
weeks 

Resources 

W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

I O O M  

https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/4739b2b0-1936-4be6-8721-f5daa81cc1e7
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/f092a64e-f128-4e8f-89fb-7fbdb093f9bb
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/796677d4-c05c-4e9e-b11d-5d87788605bf
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/ba03a362-27c9-477a-a82c-320425ee5286
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/f3ca3046-98ee-4ede-bc78-a6d58432183c
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/d4e65c5d-c999-4e75-b86d-3c2dacae8e20
https://coretools.ldc.org/resources?expanded=c0f0c397-6c84-4b44-8027-a99bab742745
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/86ebf593-c88a-4fd1-ad08-6c3c9275f4c8
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/d0a15989-cc82-4988-b7a5-0ea360474e49
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/eb0bb584-2382-41f3-a5d7-441fc2ee7f39
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/b1d093c5-e7a0-4bd5-b438-f0799402c67a
http://achievethecore.org/page/35/the-gettysburg-address-by-abraham-lincoln
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/b10a3d4b-1397-46f9-a78b-5194d7a87ed1
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/2ef38670-174f-40fb-ad86-04b48735073b
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/840cfa41-1185-4d0e-8189-a9d539b318ae
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/d0a15989-cc82-4988-b7a5-0ea360474e49
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/1fce2949-b220-4120-9cba-84b776100227
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/ba03a362-27c9-477a-a82c-320425ee5286
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7de0ac35-663e-40b4-bb6f-d27e6d3c738b
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/c286a814-0589-4d93-8d4f-af7e8b581cd2
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/71eb3ba7-b1c2-4fbd-bf24-7c20ece4ef34
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/4fb6889a-7c09-4f90-81e0-43d1a0517d3a
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/37dd3128-689b-485a-aba8-14ced167867c
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/86ebf593-c88a-4fd1-ad08-6c3c9275f4c8
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/22e54035-a928-4c37-a394-d1142976c154
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/d71fc5c3-e577-4d98-9ed8-0ef4b6583082


W.9-10.2.A Introduce a topic; organize complex 
ideas, concepts, and information to 
make important connections and 
distinctions; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 
tables), and multimedia when useful 
to aiding comprehension. 

I O O M  

W.9-10.2.B Develop the topic with well-chosen, 
relevant, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other 
information and examples 
appropriate to the audience's 
knowledge of the topic. 

I O O M Into the Wild! 

W.9-10.2.C Use appropriate and varied 
transitions to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships among 
complex ideas and concepts. 

I O O M  

W.9-10.2.D Use precise language and 
domain-specific vocabulary to 
manage the complexity of the topic. 

I O O M  

W.9-10.2.E Establish and maintain a formal style 
and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the 
discipline in which they are writing. 

I O O M  

W.9-10.2.F Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and 
supports the information or 
explanation presented (e.g., 
articulating implications or the 
significance of the topic). 

I O O M  

 

https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/33ef4d8c-5e90-4e54-b6e8-a6a9e6f9d90d


 

WRITING:  OPINION 

Writing Standard 1:  Opinion (W.9-10.1) 

Write opinion pieces to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

Literacy Design Collaborative Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 

LDC Student Work Rubric Opinion 
Predicting Social Behaviors of the Future (based on Fahrenheit 451) 

Selecting Evidence in Fiction to Answer Higher Order Questions 
To Be Equal, or Not To Be Equal  

Predicting Social Behaviors of the Future 

Beautiful Words and Powerful Meaning 
The Odyssey: Which is more Important: the Journey or the Goal  

Quotation Selection 
Ethos, Pathos, Logos 

To read Shakespeare or not to read Shakespeare? That is the 
question 

Achieve the Core Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 

“Keep Memory Alive” – Elie Wiesel  

Opinion Writing Standards 1st 9 
weeks 

2nd 9 
weeks 

3rd 9 
weeks 

4th 9 
weeks 

Resources 

W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in 
an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 I O M  

W.9-10.1.A Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish 
the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and create an 
organization that establishes clear 
relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

 I O M  

W.9-10.1.B Develop claim(s) and counterclaims 
fairly, supplying evidence for each 
while pointing out the strengths and 

 I O M  

https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/a7dff089-b8b7-40d6-855e-a0c8dd9b9442
https://coretools.ldc.org/resources?expanded=c0f0c397-6c84-4b44-8027-a99bab742745
http://achievethecore.org/page/1779/keep-memory-alive
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/411baffc-980e-4ae1-bd7f-2019bb982ae5
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/eacc217a-a1ac-4558-a561-f92d976146a0
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/eb0bb584-2382-41f3-a5d7-441fc2ee7f39
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7ec53305-f62c-4023-9156-d5a4306d9547
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/8ee4f41a-470b-4c4f-a3f8-a4f87e5e0f9a
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/7ec53305-f62c-4023-9156-d5a4306d9547
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/94e3de9b-7eee-49a5-8317-e804df64744c
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/eacc217a-a1ac-4558-a561-f92d976146a0
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/d4e65c5d-c999-4e75-b86d-3c2dacae8e20


limitations of both in a manner that 
anticipates the audience's knowledge 
level and concerns. 

W.9-10.1.C Use words, phrases, and clauses to 
link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) and 
reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims. 

 I O M  

W.9-10.1.D Establish and maintain a formal style 
and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the 
discipline in which they are writing. 

 I O M  

W.9-10.1.E Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and 
supports the argument presented. 

 I O M  

 

WRITING:  NARRATIVE 

Writing Standard 3:  Informative/Explanatory (W.9-10.3) 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 

Literacy Design Collaborative Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 

Descriptive Language: Revision 
 

Hero's Journey: Homer's Odyssey and Joseph Campbell 
 

Achieve the Core Resources that address multiple standards in this cluster 
 

Writing Narrative Standards 1st 9 
weeks 

2nd 9 
weeks 

3rd 9 
weeks 

4th 9 
weeks 

Resources 

W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or   I M Descriptive Writing Activity Using Sensory 

https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/77c81883-a6b5-4e79-a5d4-beba7e1b539f
https://coretools.ldc.org/mods/bfc5cbc1-9f5a-43a4-a23d-692e739464e8
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/2c05879f-8988-4948-b959-fc461c634743


imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

Details 

W.9-10.3.A Engage and orient the reader by 
setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation, establishing one or 
multiple point(s) of view, and 
introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; create a smooth 
progression of experiences or events. 

  I M  

W.9-10.3.B Use narrative techniques, such as 
dialogue, pacing, description, 
reflection, and multiple plot lines, to 
develop experiences, events, and/or 
characters. 

  I M  

W.9-10.3.C Use a variety of techniques to 
sequence events so that they build 
on one another to create a coherent 
whole. 

  I M  

W.9-10.3.D Use precise words and phrases, 
telling details, and sensory language 
to convey a vivid picture of the 
experiences, events, setting, and/or 
characters. 

  I M Descriptive Writing Activity Using Sensory 
Details 

W.9-10.3.E Provide a conclusion that follows 
from and reflects on what is 
experienced, observed, or resolved 
over the course of the narrative. 

  I M  

 

 

https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/77c81883-a6b5-4e79-a5d4-beba7e1b539f
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/77c81883-a6b5-4e79-a5d4-beba7e1b539f
https://coretools.ldc.org/minitasks/77c81883-a6b5-4e79-a5d4-beba7e1b539f

